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with the Fastern represcnptative taking
thie Viee-Mresideney. Therenftor the
District  Associatldns  will meet  and
eleet their offiee-bedirers ninl thelr rep-
risatatives o the Géneral Comumities
whiv sonteal the gport bebween A5,
it is highly probable that there will
b miany changes, fortheoming How-
evier that may be, undoultedly thia is
the opportuilty given o the clabs Lo
=0 Lo it that they elect ofllee-bearers
who will be capable of harmonising the
forees of the present generation  amd
slving the vegulsite degree of lewder-
=hip which s absolniely necessary o
the woptinuons  development of  the
sport, anid Tet us not overlisik the fmet
that the Cross-Country olubis dio ook
3 subetantial conteibution to the lppi-
pess gl well-belng of on eetive
element of the community,

After the AJLM. the elected oflice-
begrers of the Cross-Conntry o world are
entitled  to expeel e whola-hearied

Hltltlhx! of all the elobs gal. recsimiige-
thns Jie pot anerely oseless but one-
healthy, Clhole shoull therefore  bake
theiv vesponsibiiities seclonsly by en-
suving  that  fthey  seond  their  besi
nelvoenies  to gatteiul, Pa=t-Peesident
Geopgs,  Grant  of  the Edinburgh
Northern will be sadly missed as he
wiis e of the puest popolar lesislators.

1 mns=t confess, also, that T am look-
g forwaid keerdy to the renewdnl of
the varlouy championships . with  the
dresh ool 1hey brivg ; the Novices, @1
THstrict Reluys, the Junioy Champlon-
ships aned the Nationad Champlonships,
il Teseding wp o dle Suprems competi-
tion I Cross-Oountry  clveles,  the-
Intermativnnl, which 1z heing held in
Foanee (0 1T,

So, best of luck, to the boys who will
tnke part in the seson’s metivithes aod
who, T am sure, will keep Auld Scoths
tiv the foise

Ay Seeottish Cross-Counntry Association

The Heottish Cross-Conniry  Assochs-
tlon met for. the last time on Priday,
Srd. Augost, 1943 Hy general agree-
ment the body decided to disselve. as
it Dl fobdlled dts work of emergency
THELu e,

It is not our intention to rafse the
dead but we nre moved to pay onr res-

pect,

8 Through war conditions, some Har-
vier clubs that managed to carey on,
were collectively left without vital
leadership omwd cohesive organisution.

The S000A, Bprung up paturally as
an emergency organisation. It was born
of necessity in diffienlt eircumstances,
It beeaww articulate, s power grew
and in later years of the war corried
the mner of Scottish Athletlcs.

It was m many ways 1o unique
prganisation  promating  huge muster
runs ani popualnr raees, The greatness
of fhe associatbon was in its simplieity
il heeause danocraey was it working
et hindd.

We reseived this letter Trom  the
HOC0A, on the 2Tth August, 1966 :—
The Sceottizh Cross-Conntry Associntion

Port Glasgzow,

My Dear Walter,
Ag youn are aware the B.O00A
Inst general mesting has been held and

this might well be the very last leiter-
written wnder it head

Bedore closing the doors the Associa-
*fion  oxpressed  further satisfaction
abowt The Scols Athlele anid wish It
évory  smvess In the winter months
ghead and in the years to come,

Enclossd iz the remoing of  the
SLCA, Treasury which T have bean
instructed to pass on to yon, Unfor-
tunately  the estate residue only
gpmounta 0 108, hot yon may regard
this as something In the nature of the
Widow's  Mite.

Amin with all good wishes;

For the 8.C0A,
Yours in Sport,
Alex. K, MacDonald,
Hon. Becy.

The contents of the letter give an
fnsight to the simplicity of the 8.C,CLA.
With the infinence the body had, it
counld have been built up financially,
Thiz it fembers refused to allow
thongh it was always kept free of
debt. Not at all, * unfortunately only
ten =shillings,” Congratulations on the
snktllness of the amount and may the
spirit of enthusiasm; of serviee and
Industry be ecarried forward inte the
new ernl 2
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CLUBMATES TAKING THE HURDLE

dJ. C. Ross (Shetileston H.), winner of the two miles' Steeplechase Handicap
at Rangers: Sports, about to overtake his clubmate and runnerap, J. McC.

Eurns.

“dim™ Ross is a former Seottish Champion and Cross-Country

Internationalist.
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RUNNING COMMENTARY

by J. E. FARRELL.

To Rangers’ F.O. fell the honour of
opening  the  August  programune  of
meetings and while on ocenglon there
have been classier meetings, notably in
Olympic Games' years when Fionish
] Amerlean athletes graged the Throx

award, nevertheless there was Keen
sport | in both invitatlon and open
events.

Then of course Lhe close proximity of
the Augu=t Bank Holiday mecting pre-
cluded any chance of Woolderson  gud
certain  other stars (rom the South
appearing ; the cotoured stars Wint and
MeDonall Balley wepe specially aitrac-
tive  poests  however, Brcangements
having been. nuude to iy them  to
Glagrow amd boek to Loodon in chie
for the Intermational natch  Fersus
Franee.

Paterson Malkes Hislory

However, this niesting will be eémem-
bired ehiefly for the record-breaking
achieyements of Alan Paterson who
with o Jump of 6 1. 64 Ins. broke his
own native record by 3 Ing. and also
H. M. Osborne’s (U.5.A) allcomers
record by the narvow margin of 3 in,
Paterson wis in great form and gould
hitve gone on to make further atiempts
on the British record of 6 ft. 7 In=,
with every chance of suecess, bul team
manager, Jack  Cromp, advised
“pnough ' in view of Monday's Inter
national matceh.

In the medley relay the tall, loonse
limbed Wint faseinated the large crowd
with o loplng 1 mile to make things
ea=sy for tenm-mate Dove, who ran the
finul half-mile sector, However, later
in the special i-mile handicap Wikt
after cntehing his field o whom he
mave useful starls, just failed to pro-
duce enough stenm in his findsh to hobd
hiz English colleagues, Lewis nnd
Collier, Winning time wans 48.2, "Wint's
thine, 48,6

MeDonald Bailey streaked over the
Throx grazs in the special 120, but
despite  breaking evens he falled to
catell Wigham of Vietoria Park (off
8% yards) by Inches in hiz heat, In
the finml of this event, Scottish sprint
champlon, Hugh Broadley of Glasgow
Y.M.C.A., off the Tow mark of &4 yards.
finished a gallant second to Cambridge
stndent, J. Fairzrieve,

4. 8. Petty Again

by lds forward runping in the bheats
of the open ball-mie, the Stivling
youth, J, 5, I'etty, who has been so
much in the public eye in recent weeks,
installed himself o hot favourite for
the final of this event. T 38 yards,
he was always nieely plaeed, and  his
well-timed | devastating finish left his
field stonding.  Hiz winning of the
Itangers’ hall-mdle etz the senl on hisg
recent suceesses, It s to be hoped he
will not be asked to do oo muocls Goo
curly, for b has o foture in athletics,

Worthy of menticn was the double
of 11, J. Nicolson, of Vietorln Park, in
the sprints. Althouzgh be had useful
starts In both events to win througl
represetts g power of ranning in heats
nnd finals

A grand race’was the open mile, J.
Aliller of Shettleston (off 130 yards)
holding of A. Forbes of Vietoria P'ark
(95 yards) in 4 mins 169 secs,

The eight-lap steeplechaze, always o
feature of Rangers’ Sports Wil won
by ex-chompion, J. C. Rogs, of Shettle-
ctom but the unexpectsd rale of jump-
jir the hedge withont tipplng the bav

was not to the liking of competitors

oni of whom received a bad scripe
from splkes in o “ melea " at one of
the Jnanpess, ol
Lively Veferan

At s Army Meet ot Aldersbaot, Jnst
prior to Rangers' Sports. Don Pindliy,
the fumous Dritish Olympic vanner at
47 years of age, startled the experts
with n fanltleds display of hurdhing in
the list lee of 1he 4% 120 yards hurdles
relity to win for the BAR

Coming ont of semi-retlrement lw
again demonsirated what an urtiz-:‘l ({8
wa= and s, ove: the sticks SO
erities have averred that he is the
vrpptest hurdler of all for style. In
any ease he rates very high and many
potentinl hurdlers could do wlt!1 the
benefits of his experience and skill.

Britain Reverses Last Year's Dehacle

The Rritigh team of athletes had o
erund vietory over Franee by T2 pis. to
57 at the White City on Bank Holiday
Monday, thus  reversing
grushing  defeat. There were many
noteworthy performanees. Undoubtedly
the finest individual feat was t_hut of

lnst  yehr's
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MeDonnld Bailey's in winning the 100
yards sprint in 0.7 secs. to egqual Bl
Liddell's 2%.year-old British rocord.
Agtually Balley las  equalled  this
record on inore than one occasion’ but
this Is his first official recogoltion.
Wooderson's finish proved  too much
for Fuojaxzon the French evoss-conntry
star, in the 3 miles and agaim in doing
LE5T he entered the select few  whe
have beaten 14 mins, for this distance.
Pujazon, althoogh 353 yvards behind,
must have himself civered the course
in lesg than 14 wina 4 secs, which is
also teppillic running, Nigerian student,
A ¥, Adedoying had o splendid double
in the bigh Jump and broad Jomp in
the course of which he beat two AALA,
champions.  namely, Poterson  and
Wiatts, leaping respectively 6 ft. 4 ins
and 24, ft. (Jins Paterson’s  defeat.
however, was purely a technicsl one;
Le' gleared the same heizht as bis
opponent but  Adedoyin had . fewer
fiflures quwl thus received the verdiet,
As it was essentially®a team contest,

* however, the main thing from. Britain's

point of view was the fact that the
st podnts in this event went to thelr
credit.

Vetersn * Bill " Roberis won the 440
in 482, showing that he can still con-
slstently brenk 50 sees. for this dis-
tanee by & useful margin,

Clash of Fixtures

There was an unfortunate clagh of
lixtures on August 10th, namely, Car-
luke Tnfirmmries’ Sports, now an estah-
lighed  meeting  and  Cumbernanid
AANCs fist ventnre, ;

A record erowd and glorious weather

graced Carinke's galn day.  Patérsou in
hiz  lasi  public appearance  hefore
leaving to sepresent RBritnin in  the
Huropean Games at Oslo cleared & Tt
4% inz. which ander far from ldeal con-
ditions was Indeed a splendid Jomg.
. Vietoria Pork again held off Garambe
In the relay but Sharpe's offort for the
latter elub was the * highlizht 7 of this
ovent,

The 12-mbes road roce to Lanark and
hack fa now o Teature of this meeting
and  resulted  as  follows :—1, 0. K
FParrell  (Maryhill Florvrlers); 2, W,
Connor  (Shettleston): 3, 1. Park
(Maryliill), The time of G020  was
somewhet behind Harry Howard's snd
Dunky Wright's winning: times  The
improving A. Golil, of Garsenbe, Wwon
the handicap.
~Apparently the feature of Cumbor-
nauld Sports was the duoel between

the latter just

bzel-markers F. Sinclair  (Greenock
Wellpark) .and W. N. Ritchle (V.I.),
LT i heold off
the former in a m.ﬁiﬂ‘mm finish,
Gordon Porteons (Maryhill) won  the
road race and J. Btuart of Shettleston
thit 2 miles in moderate time.  Geo,
Miteball had @ exeellent  hammer
throw of 114 ft. G dns,

Glasgow  Hastern OO0 and  Shettle-
aton  Horvders'  Joint  promotion o at
Helenvale  Park, om = Tuoesday, 1dth
August, was brimin! of good sport and .
attracted a good attendance,

T. Miller of Shettlestdn Harriers the
sprinting member of the Miller family,
elocked even time off his mark, to win
the open 100" A robnat  well-hiiit
typer of sprinter, be seems to lmprove
eqach time ont. Jack Corfleld, our mile
chompion won the fmdividual award
in the 1i-mile temn rape, beating the
wp and coming J. Stuart of Shettleston
in the grand tme of G ming, 53,0 secs.

Packing nleely, 3, 4, 5, Maryhill won
the team vace. G. K Mitchell of
Glasgow Pollee had o double in the
heavy events and that consistent prize-
winner A, Porbes of Vietorin Park won
the open mile handicap in 4 ‘mins 10
S0,

Before a record crowd and “holding”
weather, Milngavie Highland Games
took place in its nsual pleturesque
softing.

The half-mile open handieap proved
a thrilling race amd Arthur Wavton of
Garsenbe produced o storming finish to
brenk the “tape in  front of fhis
OQIROTIET B,

The reloy race was also an exciting
affair and Vietoria Park had only n
three-yard margin at the finish over a
inngerons Garsenbe team.

I Stoarr of Shettleston and A,
Forbes of Vietoria Park fought ont o -
keen duel in the mile, the former timing
hi= finish well to hreak the tope a ¢lear
winmner,

Not eomdent with winning the youth's
half-mile at Henevale, on the previons
Tuesday, W. C. O'Kuane, of Garsciube
Harriers, won  the 230 yards open
Imndieap. ;

Hasthe, of Hillhead High School.
showed himsell an artistic performer
in the pole rault

In the 1miles- voad race, Alex,
MeLean of Bellaljouston, an old rival
of ming, lopked as if he might ‘bring
off 4 win ns he was lending at half-
distanes and rounning strongly. How-
ever an excessively fast start
course which was hilly in ports told lis
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inevitable tale and I was the fresher
of two tired sunners over the later
stages of the race, The fact that the
time was 8 mere 12 sees, outside the
course record set up two years ago,
when colleague “Dunky” Wright and
myself raced throughout, demonstrates
that the first sector of the race was
travelled in record just as the latter
part was definitely much slower,

If MeLean can adapt himself to ' the
heavier conditlons of eross-country
trials he may be a cert for inclusion in
the Scottish team for Parls

Thers was ghneral eriticlsm of lack
of washing and other facilities for run-
ners and although it must be admltted
that there are diffienlties in ont-lying
places we hope to have improved cou-
ditions next year and if we put in n
special plea for road racers it is merely
ber.‘ﬂltlse of the arduous nature of thelr
event,

A. Warton in Form

Helenvale was the venua of another
week-day meeting, on Tuesday, 20th
Angust. The attendance was smalllsh,
perhaps owing to a lack of advertise-
ment. Still there was plenty of good
sport on show.

Arthur Warton of Garscube who has
astruck splendid form thus late in the
season followed up his Milngavie sue-
cess by another splendid win, this tiome
in the open mile. After an interesting
race A, Forbes (Victoria Park), who
rives every Indication of developing
into o first-cless runner, beat another
promizing candldate, J. Stuart of Shet-
tleston after a stern dual in 9 ming. 49
secs—very good time indeed for 2 miles,

Maryhill Harriers and Vietoria Park
dead-heated In the team race, but the
former received the verdiet by finishing
their three men home first.

Willie Nelson, one of Maryhill Har-
rler's best-ever elub-men, ran a gritty

race for one of his long service and if

he can:get back his form, should run
well over cointry. The henvler the
going the better. Willle enfoys it
and ploughs have no terrors for him.

Yietoria Park's distance men are
showing improved form and will scon
be a foree to be reckoned with, in this
department.,

Return of Alan Wait,

A grand race was the relay; only a
splendid lap offort by George
MeDommald, vards champion, bring-
Ing Vietorla Park™through the tape.

Particulurly interesting was Alan
Watt's debut after a long spell in the

Forees. Looking bronzed and fit and
very strong. He 18 in good physical
shape but Is short of a gallop. He has
plenty. of time to rub off the mough
edges and next season we should see
fireworks with Alan, Hugh Broadley
find George MeDonald all around.

T. Miller of Shettleston again took
the eve, going off like a bullet In the
first leg to give his club an initial ead
and thus ensure a good race.

European Games at Oslo

Apart from the sport Itself two
interesting factors emerge from the
Europedan Games, Piestly, Russia's
debat in international sport after a long
lap=e of time, and secondly, the con-
troversinl question of amatenrism and
broken time,

Ronssin is not yét a member of the
International Federation and on techni-
cul grounds couldl have been precluded
from the Goames but were allowed to
compete a3 an act of courtesy. We
weleome the entry of Rossian athletes
to the International arena and voice
the hope that before the Olympic
Games of 1048, they will have joined
the Federation. Apart from the impor-
tant question of good fellowship—the
more nations included—the higher the
stantus of the Games

The thorny question of payment of
broken time is not a questlon that can
be dealt with in a word, but I feel that
there I8 a strong argument for the
swedish point of view—that an athlete
shoull be compensated for loss of
wages If engaged inoan International
representative contest. Certninly o iine
has to be drawn and I am leaving out
entirely the alleged payment of bonng
awards, by the State, to athletes® in
Hussia and the appearance money said
to have been demanded by Swedish and
other: athletes.

But let n= leave out the academic
and take the bald concrete case, Is it
falr that an athlete who by his ability,
hard training, and rigid code of living,
has reached a standard allowing him to
represent his country in an interna-
tional contest should be precloded from
necepting such a coveted honour beenuse
of the aceldent of economic ¢onsidera-
tions. To do so would make Interna-
tlonal representation undemocratic. At
least the position should be regularised
in this respect and we should not have
the spectacle of one set or nation of
athletes getting privileges and advan-
tages denled to another.

—

——
e
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Britain Far From Disgraced

Britain with a small team of Tt
sentitives did very well at Oslo to galn
two first, 4 geéconds and three thirds.

From & British poiot of view,
Wooderson's vietory In the 5,000 metres
and Archer's winning burst in the 100
metres, ware the highlights although T
wanld not quarrel with those who claim
that Captain * Bill " Roberts' epic bid
in the 400 metre relay shonld also be
included. Paterson’s unsuceessful duel
with the Swede, Bolinder. was alsa
worthy of high pralse, as was Harry
Forbes's second place in the 50,000
metres walk,

Sydney Wooderson
Waooderson, in what 18 reckoned to be
hig last big International race, ran with

+ exeeptional judgment agalnst a fleld of

world-class as unlike some other events,
The gteatest long-distance runners defi-
nitely belong to the Scandioavian
eonntries and {o béat thelr best repre-
selitatives I8 tantamount to beating the
world. The race was closely parallel to
the White City race except that the
field wiz classier and the pace even
warmer, At the finish, Slykhuis was
again his chief opponent in a thrilling
finiah, but this time he left the Dutch-
man standing with his last well-sus-
tained finish—a finish elosely similar to
Lovelock's effort at Berlin in the 1,500
metres of 1936, No pralse i2 too great
for Wooderson's offort.,  He ran from
behing, Iying handy all the time and
at the cruclal moment -he gamely gave
everything e had.

Nevertheless, had not Heino won the
10,000 metres in a cracking race the
day previons, T am convinced that he

cand not Slykhuls woenld have been the

chief danger. Wooderson's time of 14
ming 80 secs, s g European Games
record amd [s only ten seponds outside
jundar Haege's world record of 18
wine, 582 sers made in 1942 which
sots the =eal on 4 great ecareer and
somewhat compensates him for his up-
fortunate experienes in  the Berlin
Olympies  when  The  competed  an
obvionsly onfit man. -

Archer's vietory in the 100 metres
wig all the more gratifving because it
wag somewhat nnexpected. Getting off
to a good gtart (unlike his experlenlee
in the 200 metres) he finished in his
usmal strong. monner.

The high jump developed into a duel
between Bolinder, the Swede, and our

Alan Paterson, Evidently Bolinder Is
nearing the veteran stage, 4s he was of
Iuternational class away back in 1938,
but there was nothing of the veteran
in his performance, as he cleared the
bar at 6 ft 6 ins, his own best to
date, against Paterson's 6 ft. 5} dns.

The latter has the consolation of
knowlng that he has'heaten the Swede's
ledip at Ibrox with 6 fi. 63 ins. and at
Amtwerp with 6 £t. 6] ins.

Heino's vietory in the 10,000 metres
was as expected as was Pujazon's In
the 3,000 metres steeplechase.

D. G, Wilson and C. T. White, though
failing to get placed in their respective
events, still bettered their own previous
hests which shows the class they faced.

D C. Pogh did well to gain third
place im the 400 metres, won by tha
Dane, Holst-Horensen, In 47.9. Pugh's
time was 4810,

Seottishi champion and Britain's rep-
resentative in the hammer event, H.
Mely Clarke, did wel o galn thicd
place, with 168 {f. 4% ins, against 185 ft.
by Ericson of Sweden,

The Marathon

The marathon was the opening event
of the Games; unlike the Olympics in
which b ls uspally the culminating
event, It was run in great heat and
wis won by the Finn, Hietanen, with o
Flnn also second.  Yarrow, although
bk in seventh place did very well
The times were exceptional, but
evidently it was freely admitted that
the course was short.

The positions of the first slx with
their respective tlimes gives o compari-
zon and tells the story of the race :—

1, Hietanen (Finland) 2 hrs. 24 mins
55 sees ; 2, Muloninen (Finland) 2 hrs.
26 mins, 8 secs,; 5, Punjko (Russia) 2
hrs. 26« ming. 21 secs: 4, Cousin
{France) 2 hrs 27 mins. § secs. 5
Leandersson (Sweden) 2 hrs, 28 mins,
a0 secs. ; Johnsson (Sweden) 2 hrs, 30
ming, 8§ secs,

Yarrow in @eventh place showed 2
hrs. 30 ming, 40 secs. which shows him
not to be far behind the Swedes.

(Miver, Britain's other candidate in
this event had an unfortunate race,
dropping out at threequarter distanece,
The fact that he wag suffering from a
carbuncle, added to the great heat,
proved too muceh for hlkm,
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. Clearing Any Misunderstanding
S Without retracting crliticism of the
unfortunate cirenmstances concerning
e veerit A AA Marathon it Is only
i ‘to’ mentlon that T learn througlh
Mie, Ciump and the Editor that the
selectors: of fhe Britlsh team for Oslo
were tled down to two candidates only
for the marathon event., Ollver was
_m:,am..d. ag firat chodee and, of oo -
Yurrow a5 relgning British champio
econkl  hardly have heen  overlooked.
Obviously the question of esst did not
arise in the cose of Rolferison oF
Hilden,

After the' eompletion  of  the Oslo
Games the various athletes competod
at varlous mestings In Malmo, Bergen
ind Gothenburg. MceDonald Bailey ¢
A, Wint, the ooloured stars. Inellzilde
Io, pompete in the BEuropean Gumes,
were specinlly invited over and showed
their class. The former won the 100
metres in magnificent time of 1003, with
Arche¥, fresh from his  Fuaropein
Inurels, seeomnd,

Wint althoogh finishlng second I the
SO0 metres beat 1 min, 51 secs.—very
fie=t thme indeed,

There was little activity In Seotland
on Saturday, 24th Augusi. However,
there was 0 confined meeting held at
Port Glasgow, o special feature heing
thee 14 miles road race run over o very
hilly course and resulted as follows :—
1. J., B. Farrell (Maryhill); 2, Wm,
Codnor (Shettlestonje 3, Wi, Kenbedy
(Kilbarchan). Time, 1 hr. 22 mins.
E. Paton (Clydesdale) won the handi-
R,

Feature of the Rolls Royee Sports af
- Renfrew was @ triple victory in the
iuarter-mile, half-mile and one mile by
. MeHarg:

Cowal Games Kevival
The last Saturday of August zaw a
revival of the Cowal Games; the first

gince the start of the war. =
_ Hopeless seones marked the effort of
patrons first of all to get across to
Dunoon, and secondly, to gain admis-
slon. A record attendance of approxi-
mately 30000, but from all accounts
thi= was the main snecesaful feature,
The ek of trunsport facilitles, plug o
laick of co-ordination at the meeting
itself was the chief tople and unless
there be a goavantes of @il-round fm-
provement2 for next yenr, I'm afeald
that there will be o marked decline
In keeriness to . support this venture.
Apparently  thore was spme  goaod

sport, however, e.g, Panton's effort in
the specinl goarter on a loose water-
logged track Is among his brightest of
the season ; especinlly with athlgtes of
the type of Connacher ond Sharpe.
V. Felix of Maryhill reaped the reward
of perseverence by parrowly wioming
the open *100," and G .E Mitchell
the well-known Glasgow athlete, took
the Hon's share of the heavy eventis;
G. Kordas, the Polish star, put up o
ground regord for the short pott, cover-
Ing a distance of 46 ft. 3 ins,
There was o triple * jinx ™ at Black-
heath Sports at Motspur on the same
day. Wooderson, Wint and MeDonald
Bailey all suffering muscle Injuries in
the conrse of thelr attempts on records.
A thigh Injury eiueed Wint ¢o vetire
after covering less than a third of his
apecial quarter, and MeDonald Bailey,

after winning his heat in the 100 fn °

-4, fiiled to face the stanter in the
finul, owing to a pulled muscle,’

In  the two-mlle event Sydoey
Waooderson, eleored on by a 15,000
crowd, failed to do better thon 9012 doe
tp a pulled achilles tendon  which
developed e the Inter stages of his
run, It must have been very disappoint-
ing to Sydoey, as well as the crowd,
for hisg time at Half-distanee, before the
trouble  developed  showed that the
British 2-mile record was well within
his compass.

Hamilton Harriers are getting ahead
with plans for Jubilee TMoner, in the
Olydesdale Restaurant, Pencock Cross,
Humilton, on Saturday, 12th October.
Provost Ove (o Club member) will be
in the chair., Other Clubs ean support.
Tickets, 12/

Monkland Harriers have heen pree-
=zented by Messrs. Lamberton (o tocal
engineering flrm) with a Mercury Sun
Ray Lamp, valued at £30, in pecogni-
tion of thelr work in keeping local
yvouth At

Motherwell Y.M.C.A. Harriers are
bullding op a strong yooth section.
Former and new members welcomed ot
winter training qnarters, Y.M. Institnte
on Toesday and Thursday evenings and
Saturday afternoons.

Plebian Harriers held their AGOL
recently.  Ploneer member H. M'Grath
is Prozident: A, O, Hobertson, Captain:
and Hom, Secretary is Charles Jenoner,
ofn’ AMebnichlan, 48 Finshay  Steeet,
Glasgow, S .1
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SIDNEY WOODERSON—

Prince of Pace
By GEORGE ANDREWS

Thanks to the courtesy of the
British Broadeasting Corporation in
sranting the facllitles, athletic fans in
Great Britain have had brought to their
own doorsteps, so to speak, the tit-bits
of the THMG season, If my memory
serves me correctly, our ol friend,
Harold Abrahams  (former (Mympic
Champlon) wns af the microphone on
SVeRY occasion as o Right
here and now, T must say ¢ # don't
think a better man coull huve been
found for the job. His very likeable
personality, ruey.style, aml abllity to
bring the atmosphere of each particular
race to his listeners, some of whom ave
possibly & great many miles away, go
to make such & combination of assets.
I am certain most of the (ortunate
listeners-in will join me In paying tri-
bute to him,

The first really important event of
the track season was, andoubtedly, the
Three Miles British Champlonship:
here we had Sydney Wooderson com-
peting In what was, for hilm, o con-
paratively new distance,  After o
tervific | dust-up  with  Slykhuis, the
Dutchman, over the last 440 vards, he
eventually ?._:..:H._.E‘r and set up g new
British vecord in the process: 15 min.
O3 210th sec, Exactly 16 days later,
when represepting the Home Country
In the International Contest versos
Franee, at the spme venue (White City
Stadinm. London), He won more easily,
again over & miles, in 13 min 5T sec.
Afterwards, I devoted quite & time to
study very clogely the Iap and Inter-
mediate mile timeg us farpishéd by
Harold Abrahams during the hroad-
casts, and, I had moch cause to marvel
al Waooderson's remackalle sense of
pace. Al the figures nee sel oul Delow,
aml all conmected with the sport should
find them a veritnble souroe of _sn_.u.,mﬁ_..

ATHLETE T

AL Gil. BRITAIN
CHAMPIONSHIP v. FRANCE
| e fime o me o ek
1st Lag ... _ 1 43
2Znd Lap 1123
3rd Lap ... " I &4
| Ist mile st mils
dth Lap ... [ 1 102 | 4 4008 4 3ra
dth Lap ... | 1 1o e
Gth Lap ... | 1 1ed [
FethoLap o | 1 1172 1 ils
2nd il

Kth Lap... | & B8] 4 #0000 102

fth Lap ... | 1 88 1 1
th Lap ... | 1 1340 N B R
10th Lap ... _ I B 1oli=4
1
Ard mile drd mile
12th Lap ... [ 580 | 4 208 QL 10 |4 3k
1
Total Time
for full 13 5832 13 57
Distance '

Excepting the final vimes, all figures
aee, ol course, approximnte, bt they
are nesr enongh to serve the purpose n
hand,  Unfortunately, io the Frepch
affnir, we did not go over to the
Stadium until after one mile had been
vovered, However, 1 think it can he
sufely presumed that the flvst fourdap
times wonld be peetty woel the same
onship roee, In
view aof the (et that  (he  respective
times, at this stage, weee practically
similar.

It will he observed that elocking
droand T sec, for each lap must have
bieen the objective, and, oz Wooderson
took command of both races after
nhont. three-quarters of a mile,  the
sabsequent laps (with the big excéption
of the last one) were reeled off with an
L uneanny  precision. Az the
e zhow, the poes for the first three
s was just cight, and, It possihly
began to lag, 80 that Sydney decided
to direct operations himsell to ensure
that e went along aceording 1o sche-
dule. At o glance. renders : cah see
that the divergencies in the 1zt, 2nd,
and 3 miles were, rezpectively, 1 see.,
6/ 10th see,, and 4 Z00ths gec; in Taet,
the only diference’ of oy eonsequence
was in the final threequarters of a mile
as comparative ageregates at two and
i quarter miles were 10 min. 32 2/30ths
see,, aud L0 ming 33 6/100h see,

Traly wo amazing performmnées a5
regurds  consistency, and T oweckon 1
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Pujazon, the Frenchmmn, had pushed
Wooderson In the last 440 yards we
might have had an almost fantastic
closeness jn the tlmes for the fuall
Journey,

The astdnishing speed shown by
Sydoey in the conrse of “ making for
home " Is something all his own, and
the like might not be witnessed for
decadeg to come,

His clockwork running is reminiscent
of the great Paavo Nurmi at his best,
bt the * Flying Finn " never produoced
sizzling last laps. He (Nurmi), to all
neconnts, always set himself a schedule
before all races, which, he thought,
was mood  enongh to win the event,
Adhering strictly to the time-table, he
ran from start to fnish at Lhe same
even speed, and he certainly fully Justi-
fied his method of careful planning.

Sydney at Oslo

O Augnst 23md, at about § p.m.
British time, we went .over to the
Eislet Stadinm, Oslo, where the Euro-
pean Champlonships were In progress.
Apologising to the many enthusiasts
who were fortunate to hear this broad-
cast, I hope that my Impression of the
race will prove to be interesting.
Harold Abrahams was on the spot as
Master of Ceremonies, and it appeared
that the air wasg elecicle as the com-
petitors were getting ready to line up
for the start of the 5,000 Metres (8
mileg 188 yds). Harold, himeself, could
not suppress his excitement, for the
field was clagsic amd everything pointed
to 6 thrilling struggle for smpremacy.

It came ns a great surprize to learn
that Heino, the Finn (regarded in
many quarters as Wooderzon's chief
rival), had won the 10,000 Metres
(6 miles 376 yd=) on the previous even-
ing by 30 =ec., in the snappy time of
20 min, 52 sec. He was golng to try
and land the “ double,”” and it wonld
prove to be- sfimulating to =ee If he
could achieve what seemed to be a
rather impossible task. Incidentally,
he is the only man on record who has
run 12 miles inside one hour.

The track measured 400 metres, so
this meant that the runners had to do
12% laps, the start belng at a point
spmewhere on the back straight. The
field comprised about 156 rmnners, and
the *“-Big Five" were: Heino (Fin-
lafud), Slykbuls (Holland), Pujazon
{France), Reif (Belgium), and
Wooderson (Great Britaln).

At last they wore off, and T felt it

wonld develop into an epic contest.
Pujazon cut ot i fast pace with Hejno

* lying second and Wooderson in abouth
eighth  position.  When Harold an-
nounced the first lap time as 61 sec. T
gasped, and wondered what was to
COTIE,

Heino took over the lead in the 2nd
lup, which slowed down to the more
respectable time of 70 sec

Coming into the 3rd lap Wooderson
wipvedd up slightly and was only 15 yds,
in the rvear. Pnlazon had dropped
bick and Rellf was now leading. The
time was 69 soe,

Entering the 4th lap Heino went to
the front oguin, with el 2nd, Puja-
zon Ard, and Wooderson lay in 6th
pace, Approximately 10 yards covered
the fifkt six runners. Another 69 sec.
cirenit,

Nothing  extraordinary occearred in
the Gth lap and the ordler of running
wits malntained as in the previons lap.
The times were regularity ilzelf, and,
ufter the furlous initial period, no one
wias attempting anything just so fast.
A 09 T/10th sec. lap.

Heino still led In the 6th lap; Puja-
won  was  immediately  behind  him,
Blykhuls being 3rd, and Wooderson, 1
think, in 4th position, Time—&0 6/10th
|80,

Hellt took the spotlizht onee more in
the Tth lap, belng followed by Heino
—aml Wooderson kept m Jth place,
Slightly faster in 68 G/10th sec,

Eighth lap—Helno assumed the role
of pacemaker once more, Relllf rele-
gated to 2Znd position, Slykhuls was a
good drd, and Wooderson right at his
hieels, These four had opensd a gap

from the pest of the field. The time
wis 65 6/10th sec. ]
Hereahouts Harolid Abrahams

became very excited, and wounld that 1
conld have been horne on 8 magle ear-
pet across space for the latter stages
of this doel promised thrills galore,
Heing was indeed striving valiantly,
and had he foregone the 10,000 Metres
event on the previous evening there cer-

tainly  would have been  freworks..

Oy thds 10th«lap Wooderson moved ap
into Zod position, and Sivkhuls held the
Sl place. Time—G0 secas,

Wooderson was obvlonzly using his
head and would certalnly be a hard
man to beat now. The race had been
the very essence of steadiness and I
felt that his-rivals had played into his
hands In not employing other tactles
Reiff was not done yet, and now made
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what, 1 sensed, was a last despairing
effort. Heino jolned him and the pair
ran neck and neck for a bit, but Relff
was slightly ahead at the line, with
Slykhuls 3rd and the Inimltable Sydney
just behind him, This was the slowest
lap 8o Tar, the time being 72 sec.

Two and a half laps to go, and the
spectators (including  Harold
Abrahams) wera in 8 welter of execlte-

ment. As for myself—without noticing

it I had risen from my comfortable
chalr and I knew something must
happen. Just then it did, for Slykhuis
took the lead for the first time in the
race, Wooderson was asg close as his
ghadow, and Heino had fallen back into
ard place and was clearly tiring fast.
It was dow extremely difficult to jou
down even rough notes, I don’t know
what happened to Heiff, but he must
have cracked up. The remainder of
the fleld were absolutely nowhere,
Slykhuis was piling it on, and the time
for this 11th lap was 67 =ec.

The place was in an uproar as these
two runners sped on, and Slykhuais tried
desperately to shake Wooderson off, but
all to' no purpose, . The time for the
intervening half-lap was 83 sec,

One lap to go and Wooderson still
il not attempt to pass Slykhuls. With
only two hundred yards to go the latter
led by two yards and I gaid to myself:
“Any moment now.” Sydney suddenly
spurted ahead and his adyersary
offered no challenge. Wooderson forged
ahead and entered the home straight
with some eight yards in hand.  He put
in a tremendons last 100 yards, for he
gained another 17 or 2o wyards, and
finished a clear and eonvinting winper
by about 25 yvards. This final lap was
coverad in about 61 sec., and the official
time (as I learned later) for the full
distance was 14 min. 8.0 sec.

It i= the second fastest time ever re-
corded, and I wunderztand It only
excends the existing world's record by
about 10 sec,

Harold Abrahams said It was the
finest race he had ever seen, and he
must have witnessed some " smashers "'
in his daxy.

Many people will contend that the
race wonld have taken on a different
complexion had Helno been a fresh
man. The pace would certainly hayve
been hotter, but it is a moot polnt as to
whether he could have got far enough
ahead to withstand Wooderson's dyna-
mic finishing power.

Sydoey Wooderson will go down td

posterity as one who always made his
opponents know they had been ronning,
and  his  llon-hearted, devastating
finishes will he Hilkﬁl off forr many a
Fear to come.

Before I close, I say thanks again,
to the B.E.C., Harold Abrahams, and
-—8ydney Wooderson.  They have com-
hined to give athletic enthusinste thrill
upon theill,

- !
Editon's Chat

September marks a half yenr lfetline
of The Scols Athlefe, and 1t *“i= still
going =t'ong’ We have enjoyed our
work i the production of the maga-
zine very much amd will gludly eon-
tinue.

It becomes inerea=ingly hard to keep
up with comrespondence alone, and 1T
there = some delay in your letters being
answersad you avill understand. Don't
despair we will do onr best-to cateh up.

By mdl means still send your letters.
we appreciate them yvery muoch. Tt Iz
interesting to know what you think of

Jthe paper and your views as to how it

can be improved are most essentlal.
We want to make these eolumns foun-
tnins of ideas:

It must bhe obvions to each reader
that the paper is produced In finanekal
a8 well ag working struggle and on thisz
point we would lke to say a word.

With the winter months our acvess
to the general public s withdrgwn.
Will yon make op this lo=s by taking
coples Tor your friendz in the office Aol
in the workshop? We nesd a greater
publie interest in our sport. 1T your
friends get copies a double mviw is
being done,

The papar’ Iz ron ot a loss each
month and we have had to rely on
donations to clear gur way, Last month
Hamilton Harriers donated £1 5= which
wi gratefully acknowledge,

We welecome donations Trom associ-
ates in the sport for essentinl work, but
actually our real dezire I3 to make our
zoodd paper clear its own way. This can
b done by Individoal and united effort.

o that we can poblish the final
Polnts League we would like to obinin
on doan, marked programmes of (he
Cowal Games and 5t. Machan's a A0
aporis.

And a last word to secretaries, please
send your winter fixtures before the
28th of this month if possible.
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~ Specialisation should begin
at School

by JAMES L. LOGAN

The Herlot schooly St O 8. Taylors
4 Seotti=h Junior ehamplon. recently
won efght events in his school sports
meeting, While agreeing that this was
in  extraordinary  feat, especially in
view of the high standard achioved in
all events, [ sugrest that it emphasises
i unssdisfactory feminre in Seottish
sohools athiletics,

The point of greatest interest in 2
schiool sports meeting 0=, of comse, the
Championship.  ‘This i idvarciabiy
decided by ageregate of points galned
for placings in the elizible events of
which there are usually =ix to ten.
This weans that, in the course of two
or three hours, the keenesy Inds com-
pete In oup to ten, somotimes -more,
ovents, -

From both the physieal and athletie
!mim of view this is a bad system.
Those readers who have themselves
competi] in several events inone after-
noon Will testify to the severe 48X on
physique. From the athletic angle, the
difusion. of energy  and  lack of
specialisation Iinevitably results in
lower standardz of porformance.

O famoms Seottish sehiool, at least,
i made an  exeeHent compromise
betwebn apecialisation and the  tradi-
tlonal necessity of producing an annual
Champrion,

The customary wide variety of events
are eligible for the Ohamplonship bur
each boy is allowed {0 enter for a maxi-
mum of fonr ovents only, This en=ares
that no eompetitor shall overtax his
atrencth and with a programme of, say,
1Y yards, 440 yvards, mile, shot puft,
discnss, javelin, high and . long jump
amel burdles, still mives adequate scope
o the genuine all-rounder

An astempt Is sometimes made to
Jnetiy the multiple event Championship
with the argument that it iz the only
way for a boy to test himself at all the
ovents in order to find owt his metier.

Thiz argument only serves to bring
out & further fault in schools’ athletics;
that is, that, In the majority of schools,
the jomping stonds and hurdles are
brought out, and the jumping pit dog,
onee only, in the year, The idea I8
that the fostering: of athleties, a= far
ag schools are concerned, ‘boglns  and
endzs with Sports Day wifh perhaps a

week or o Tortindght allowed for some
Imphazard training. ’ t

A= o4 result, the ordinary schoolboy
is given no facilithes to develope a sus-
takned interest in sthletics nor to find,
or e shown, the events which sualt him
Tl :

dust as October sees the soacer or
rughy bail being brought imto play for
i recognised season, March or Apeil
shonld  &see the jumping stands  and
uedles coming forth for their senson.
Comnpeentively  few  Scottisl schooks
featnre cricket =0 that there is not
even o vl to athleties as the swmmer
Sport.,

Sports. Doy should be the enloing-
tion of the athleties season, with each
by competing in the events for which
hir ks mest’ physically eqoipped | and
showing a fair degres of technicn] skill,

To achieve thia satisfactory state of
altairs, wonehing is, of course, essential,

Not every school, howevery is fortun-
itbe In having a master who is qualified
o pot as o competent coach, But there
must be few =chools which do  not
number; one or two athiletic onthosinsts
among thair old boys,

These enthusiasts, T am  sure,
especially those who are past the age
for - active competition, woulid  be
delizhted to pass on their athleties lore
to the coming generation. A few hours
enich week would bhe a happy sacrifice
to such men, To begin with, it would
keop them actively engagzed in the spast,
And those athletes and ex-athletes wh
haye hrought on o younger brother will
testify that there is something deeply
satisfying  in  passing on - hard-won
experience to eager youth.

The advantage to the coming enerd-
tion of sportsmen is too obviouns to
require stressing,

An experienced eye will- speedily seed
the boys into cotemories for which thay
are phyefcally eqoipped. Tuition in

FHET_Cels W . | e Sy S ————

athletic technique, already proved to e

most readily absorbed at a tender age,
will eliminate those faults which lnevit-
ably arise from self-teaching and which
are ‘almost impossihle to erase at a
lnter dute,

The conching of course, would have
to e dong in the evendngs or Saturday
afternoons hut athleties, properly pre-
dented, 38 an eogrossing sport which
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will not full to arouse o boy's natural
amnpetitive splelt. ¢

I haeve long held the opinion that aay
efective moves for the popularisation
of nthdoties must come fronr within the
=port [tself, It therefore lles with the
enthnsnsts  to  approach  their  old
Aehwods with the suggestions ontlined
1 nm pertain that thelr Ideas wonld be
favourahly received, for nothing gratl-

{fl‘HLI-:’.L[I-; 11
fieg the =choslmaster more than to fingd
“ald  boys™ showing o continued
imterest In the welfare of the sehoal,

And what 15 begon in the school ¢
T extended to the youth ovganisations
amil works' welfare clubs, Thee 1= in
faet, seope for any enthusinst who feels
that he would like to put sonwthing
back into the sport which has clven
him so muech fun in the past.

0 .

THE CROSS-COUNTRY SEASON

Appreciation and Anticipation
hy A, M, DONNET

Tha Incoming  Ccross-copniey  season
=honld =ee the resmuption of crods-
country  activities In fall,  onder  ihe
neglg of e Natfonal Cross-Coonotry
Undon andd 1tz IMstrict Assochafions—
the South-West, the Midlands, and the
Fastern. I think T am justified in
expregsing  this hope. becanse of the
imbleutlon given over the past months
af the re-emergence of clubs which have
hecn defpnet, in dhe competifion sense,
=inee the 1H8-1000 sen=on, That senson,
wids of pourde. the last yeanr of the
Natlonal nnd  THstelet Cross-Conntry®
Champdonshine Sl then  @10o=s-
aointry has been foverned aod ran on
dan emergency hasis

Reviewing those past years, one is
srgteful, hevond worsds, to those clnbs
whicrh maintolned thelr viclbity  and
thelr enthogiasm in the face of (he oon-
seqquences of the onthreak of hostilities,
Ome s e=specially  thankful to, those
pentres  of  aetivity I Greenock,
Hnsgow, Conthridze. Lanarkshire and
in Dundee.

To the writer, ecertain clubs amwd
individuals  highlight  themselves  in
retrospect, One reealls the many doels
hetweoen these two fine runners, Harry

Howsard and J. 15 Fareell ; the beillinnt
104142 senson of Jim Brannan ; Jinmy
Flockhart's eome-back to captain and
lead in Beothnd’s International Team ;
Charlie MeLellan's great wim ip the un-
official championship; the driving pes-
sonality and outstanding consistency of
“ Dunky " Wright; and . the - post-
presentation oratorical flights of Emmet
Farrell. Many happy thoughts also go
back to that happy home of Sportsmen.
the Garseuhe Huvriers Clubrooms at
Westerton, which gave sanctoary to
Harriers from  nuiny  other  clubs
ineluding the Dundes Harrlers, the Yie-

torin Park omd  the  Speingburn
Harriers, The commendiahle entorprise
showi by the Sceottish Cross-Country
Assogrintion ‘iz also recatled, as this
Asgociarion satlsfied o oreat need and
at the same time relieved the Crgss-
Country Union of any  financial ©%m-
mitiment. .

The experiences of the Dundee Har-

rler  ¢lubs  typify  the never-say-dic
=plrlt Inberent in the sport. Early in
thie war, the ‘Dundes Thistle Flareiers
elubrooms were bombed on o elnb tradn-
ing night, those runners in attendanes
egeaping  with =eratches amd shock:
Through the courtesy of the other har-
pier elub, they were allowed to share
premdzes.  After a peried, the Hawk-
il Harriers lost theie ine clubrooms
wlileh were tiken over Ly the Natioifl
Fire Service for sleeping quarters, and
thus the two clubs foumdl themselves
homielezz,  Despite these set-Dacks they
kopt the sport geing by using Toothall
clubrooms. evelists  rocns, and even
tennis pavilions, and indeed, promoted
races whigh secured support from all
over Scotlnnd and England. The hos-
pitality extended by the Dundenians to
visttng - horrlers, 1T nm' sure, | has
ensured g special place for them in the
affections of all harriers,

We fire Startiog off this season with
at  least one  lmmense  advantase,
wmely, 4he opporiunity offered os for
the expression of our opinfons, the
aharing of our idens, and the enconraze-
ment of our fellowship through this
publicntion, which meets at lenst one
naplration of nll harriers.

The incoming seazon will be proceded
by the AG5M, of the N.C.GTU, An enrly
September, and it appears to be the
turn of n Midland's DH=trict represent-
tive to he nominated for the Presidency



